
The Murder of Jennie Grant 

 

It was a dark and stormy Saturday night in January, 1932, when Jennie Grant, a 
forty-four year-old mother of four, was brutally murdered. Her accused 
murderers were Mike Wachter and Albert Black. Why this woman was murdered 
still remains a mystery. 

Jennie Grant had recently seperated 
from her husband. With three children 
and no money, she took a job as a 
housekeeper for the Wachter family. 
Little did she know that that job would 
bring about her death. After Jennie 
Grant had been working in the 
household for about eight months, 
Mike and his wife divorced. Only a 
month later Jennie gave birth to her 
fourth child. Wachter later confessed 

the child was his. The newspaper read in one article, "It appears to be the case of 
illicit love and moonshine whiskey." 

Albert Black, the other accused, was a hired hand of Mike Wachter's. It was a well 
known fact that both were having sexual realationships with Jennie. Because of 
this love triangle, filled with jealousy and rage, the murder wasn't a shock to the 
townspeople of Durand, it was even expected. 

On that fateful cold and stormy night, Wachter came back to his 
house while Albert and Jennie were together. Wachter was 
extremely drunk, and he and Jennie fought. Jennie wanted to 
leave Durand and wanted Mike to give her $500 for their baby. 
During this time of heated rage, Albert Black left the house. Not 
long after, Jennie raced out of the house with Mike on her trail. 
She ran toward the barn, then back toward the driveway. Black 
ran after the two, and when he got to where Mike was standing, 
he found Jennie on the ground, unconscious, her clothing ripped 
from her body. 



Mike threatened Albert, telling him he would get what Jennie got if he told 
anyone. Wachter fled the scene of this horrible crime. Albert Black went into the 
house to get a blanket. He dragged Jennie to the barn, covered her naked body 
and left her to die in the cold January night. 

Both of these men were convicted of this murder. They were sentenced to 14 to 
25 years of hard labor in the state prison at Waupun. 

 

Although Jennie died in 1932, it is believed that she still haunts the house near 
the barn where she died. Maybe this is due to the untimely death of a mother and 
a lover. 

There are many stories about Jennie haunting her house. Years ago, the family 
living in this house, "met" Jennie for the first time. They were all watching 
television, the mother went to the back bedroom to check on something, both 
the closet and bedroom doors were open, the room was quiet. She went back to 
the living room, and soon after, the whole family heard a loud slam. They went to 
the back of the house and saw that the door was now shut. They opened the door 
to find both the light and radio on. That hasn't been the last this family has heard 
from Jennie. She likes to make her presence known every once in a while. Maybe 
she's lonely...maybe she's looking for her lost love...or maybe she just wants to be 
remembered. 

 

Information was taken from Durand Courier Wedges. 
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